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Course Overview

Course Description:
This course explores an emerging area in social work, and encourages students to think globally and transnationally while they are acting in local social work settings.  It examines the conditions, politics, and experiences of people who live “in between” one national context and another.  More specifically, it considers the impacts of immigrants’, as well as immigrant families’, sustained relationships – in such forms as material, cognitive, emotional, political, and symbolic connections – with their homelands, and the implications of such relationships for social work knowledge, policy, and practice in this globally interconnected world.  By introducing a transnational perspective on social work and social justice, this course also aims to explore ideas, knowledge, and processes that are not bounded by national frameworks.
Course Objectives:  
· To introduce the key concepts and issues concerning transnationalism and their implications for social work 

· To gain knowledge about of the dynamics and contexts of people’s transnational  connections and practices 

· To develop a critical appreciation of the autonomy and inequalities embedded in the transnational lives of migrant individuals, families, and communities 

· To explore the strategies to pursue social justice through social work practice and policy advocacy 

· To develop critical thinking skills and team work skills through group projects and seminar participation

The basic assumptions of this course concur with the broader curriculum context set by the School of Social Work's Statement of Philosophy:

As social workers, we operate in a society characterized by power imbalances that affect us all. These power imbalances are based on age, class, ethnicity, gender identity, geographic location, health, ability, race, sexual identity and income. We see personal troubles as inextricably linked to oppressive structures. We believe that social workers must be actively involved in the understanding and transformation of injustices in social institutions and in the struggles of people to maximize control over their own lives.
Required Texts:  

All required readings will be posted on Avenue to Learn (http://avenue.mcmaster.ca/).  If you officially registered for the course, you would be automatically enrolled in the database of Avenue to Learn. Alternatively, you can access the readings through the electronic system of McMaster University Library.  For more information about how to find an electronic article, go to http://library.mcmaster.ca/find/ejournals. 
A courseware can be available at the McMaster Bookstore upon request (https://campusstore.mcmaster.ca/).

*The recommended readings are not mandatory, and you can read them based on your interest. 

Course Requirements/Assignments
Requirements Overview and Deadlines

1. Attendance and Participation (15%)

2. Blog Assignment (5% x 3 = 15%)

3. In-class Presentation (15%)

4. Analytical Paper (35%)

5. Group Project (20%)

Requirement/Assignment Details
1. Attendance and Participation (15%)
Students’ attendance and participation are crucial for this course.  You are expected to come to class on time, complete the required readings, and take an active part in the discussion.  (If non-attendance is for medical or other reasons approved by the Associate Dean’s office, where possible and practical, efforts will be made to assign additional work to make up the missed learning.)

2. Blog Assignment (15%) 

During the term, you will write and post two blog entries, and comment on one blog by one of your classmates. Each post should be approximately 300 words in length. You posts should demonstrate that you are applying knowledge you have gained in the course so far. You are encouraged to connect a concept or issue that we have discussed in class to an issue, event, or situation in the world today. Each entry will be graded out of five, and all three posts will be worth 15% of your final grade. 

Blog entries can be posted on your Avenue to Learn (A2L) blog, or on an external blog you create using a tool like WordPress or Google Blogger. If you choose this second option, speak to your TA, and post a link to your external blog as an A2L blog entry to ensure its accessibility. (Before you get started, you can quickly check online for tips to write a good blog post.) To facilitate a healthy flow of blog posts throughout the semester, please follow the timeline here: the first blog entry by October 3; the second blog entry by October 31; and the third blog entry by November 21, 2017.


Major evaluation criteria: Relevance; clarity; analytical depth (as opposed to mere summarizing or commenting); application of course material; and constructive communication.

3. In-class Presentation (15%)
Students will sign up the session (from October 3 to November 21) that you would like to give a presentation on.  Each presentation group will be responsible for:  a) preparing critical questions to be circulated in advance for class discussion; b) giving an in-class presentation based on the readings of a particular week; and c) facilitating group discussions after the presentation. The length of the presentation will be 30 minutes (a 25-minute power point presentation and a 5-minute Q & A session). A group-based grade for the presentation will be given.  Please see Appendix A for details. 

4. Analytical Paper (35%)
In this paper students are expected to develop their own analysis as well as argument on an issue arising out of the readings of a particular week (from September 26 to November 14) through a comprehensive review of all of the required weekly readings. This paper is NOT a summary of these readings, but rather YOUR in-depth and critical understanding of the readings and of the seminar topic. For example, your analysis might be guided by such questions as: Is there a new idea, theme, or issue that resonates with you when you read these articles? Are the authors’ perspectives on the issue similar to, different from, or complementary to each other? What is your own argument about the issue? How have you developed that understanding? What are the implications for social work?
*The topics students select should NOT overlap with those they choose for their in-class presentations.  The paper (in hard copy) must be submitted in class on the day we address those readings.   No outside research is necessary for a response paper.  The paper should be double-spaced; 8-10 pages (2,000-2,500 words, excluding “References”). The last day to submit the response paper is November 14, 2017.

Major evaluation criteria: Structure and coherence; relevance; quality of analysis and argument; originality of ideas; and quality of communication and presentation (e.g., grammar, clarity, and reference style).
5. Group Project (20%)

The group's membership may be the same as of the earlier presentation group. In this project students are expected to develop a poster presentation – through such media as paper poster or exhibition display board – on an issue arising out of the course (and not limited to the sessional topics that we have covered). 

The objectives of this assignment are: a) to collectively and critically explore an issue concerning social work or social justice in the context of globalization and transnationalism; b) to effectively and creatively communicate your research to the audience in this class, at the School of Social Work, and, if you wish, to the university community; and c) to develop and improve social awareness of issues relating to international migration in this globally interconnected world. This project may expand on themes developed in the earlier in-class presentation, but this is not mandatory. Consultation can be arranged to help students prepare this assignment. 

In addition to the poster for the exhibition on Tuesday, November 28, 2017, the group should also prepare a one-page flyer, through which the audience can easily and clearly grasp the key points of your presentation, and a two-page group paper explaining the process of conducting the project. A group-based grade for the presentation will be given. Further details will be provided in advance. 

Major evaluation criteria: Relevance; quality of research; originality of ideas; quality and effectiveness of communication; and team collaboration. 
Assignment Submission and Grading

Form and Style

Assignments must be submitted on the due date by the end of class.  A 3% reduction will be applied each day (i.e., Monday - Sunday) after the due date.  Assignments that are not submitted within a week after their due date will automatically receive a grade of zero.  Assignments handed in to the Institute Office (or Social Work Office, KTH 319) must have the date stamped on the front cover. In addition, please adhere to the following criteria for assignment preparation:
1. All assignments must include a title page with all relevant course information, adhere to the page limits specified, be formatted with 12 pt. font and standard margins, and be stapled; 

2. The citations and references in all assignments (if applicable) must use APA style: more information is available through the e-Resources link on the library home page http://library.mcmaster.ca and at http://www.apastyle.org.

Privacy Protection 

In accordance with regulations set out by the Freedom of Information and Privacy Protection Act, the University will not allow return of graded materials by placing them in boxes in departmental offices or classrooms so that students may retrieve their papers themselves; tests and assignments must be returned directly to the student. Similarly, grades for assignments for courses may only be posted using the last 5 digits of the student number as the identifying data. The following possibilities exist for return of graded materials: 

1. Direct return of materials to students in class; 

2. Return of materials to students during office hours; 

3. Students attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope with assignments for return by mail; 

4. Submit/grade/return papers electronically. 

Arrangements for the return of assignments from the options above will be finalized during the first class. 

Course Modification Policy

The instructor and university reserve the right to modify elements of the course during the term. The university may change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in extreme circumstances. If either type of modification becomes necessary, reasonable notice and communication with the students will be given with explanation and the opportunity to comment on changes. It is the responsibility of students to check their McMaster email and course websites weekly during the term and to note any changes. 

Student Responsibilities 

· Students are expected to contribute to the creation of a respectful and constructive learning environment. Students should read material in preparation for class, attend class on time and remain for the full duration of the class. A formal break will be provided in the middle of each class, students are to return from the break on time. 

· In the past, student and faculty have found that non-course related use of laptop computers and hand-held electronic devices during class to be distracting and at times disruptive. Consequently, during class students are expected to only use such devices for taking notes and other activities directly related to the lecture or class activity taking place. 

· Please check with the instructor before using any audio or video recording devices in the classroom. 

Academic Integrity 

You are expected to exhibit honesty and use ethical behaviour in all aspects of the learning process. Academic credentials you earn are rooted in principles of honesty and academic integrity. Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that result or could result in unearned academic credit or advantage. This behaviour can result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation reads: “Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or 6 suspension or expulsion from the university. It is the student’s responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. For information on the various kinds of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy, specifically Appendix 3 at http://www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity. The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty: 

a) Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which other credit has been obtained; 

b) Improper collaboration in group work; or 

c) Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations. 

Academic dishonesty also entails a student having someone sign in for them on a weekly course attendance sheet when they are absent from class and/or a student signing someone in who is known to be absent. 
Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities

Students who require academic accommodation must contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS) to make arrangements with a Program Coordinator.  Academic accommodations must be arranged for each term of study.  Student Accessibility Services can be contacted by phone 905-525-9140 ext. 28652 or e-mail sas@mcmaster.ca.  For further information, consult McMaster University’s Policy for Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities.

http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-StudentsWithDisabilities.pdf
Accessibility Statement

The School of Social Work recognizes that people learn and express their knowledge in different ways. We are committed to reducing barriers to accessibility in the classroom, and working towards classrooms that welcome diverse learners. If you have accessibility concerns or want to talk about your learning needs, please be in touch with the course instructor.

E-mail Communication Policy 

Effective September 1, 2010, it is the policy of the Faculty of Social Sciences that all e-mail communication sent from students to instructors (including TAs), and from students to staff, must originate from the student’s own McMaster University e-mail account. This policy protects confidentiality and confirms the identity of the student. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that communication is sent to the university from a McMaster account. If an instructor becomes aware that a communication has come from an alternate address, the instructor may not reply at his or her discretion. Email Forwarding in MUGSI:
http://www.mcmaster.ca/uts/support/email/emailforward.html 

*Forwarding will take effect 24-hours after students complete the process at the above link 

(Approved at the Faculty of Social Sciences meeting on Tues. May 25, 2010)
Course Weekly Topics and Readings

Tentative Class Schedule
Week 1- Sept 5 

Topic: Introduction (no readings)
Introduction to the course and assignments.

*Visual maps about world migration (optional): https://www.iom.int/world-migration; http://migrationsmap.net/#/CAN/arrivals; http://metrocosm.com/global-immigration-map/
Sept 12-26 
Overview: Key concepts and issues 

Week 2 - Sept 12  

Topic: Globalization, transnational migration, and social inequalities: Living and working in a globalizing world

The Levin Institute, the State University of New York. (2016). What is globalization? Retrieved from http://www.globalization101.org/what-is-globalization/
Garrett, P. M. (2006). Protecting children in a globalized world: “Race” and “place” in the laming report on the death of Victoria Climbié. Journal of Social Work, 6, 315‐336.

Faist, T. (2016). Cross-border migration and social inequalities. Annual Review of Sociology, 42, 323-346. 

Sherman, P. (2016). Preparing social workers for global gaze: Locating global citizenship within social work curricula. Social Work Education, 35(6), 632-642.

*Recommended readings (optional): The Guardian. (2017, June 18). Life and death in Apple’s forbidden city. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/jun/18/foxconn-life-death-forbidden-city-longhua-suicide-apple-iphone-brian-merchant-one-device-extract
Young, I. M. (2006). Responsibility and global justice: A social connection model. Social Philosophy and Policy, 23(1), 102-130. 

Week 3 - Sept 19

Topic: Border, mobility, and welfare: Challenges for social work 

Stevenson, V. (2017, August 3). Why are thousands of Haitians streaming into Canada from the U.S.? The CBC News, retrieved from http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/haitians-may-lose-protected-status-in-us-1.4233797
Paul, R. (2017). Welfare without borders: Unpacking the bases of transnational social protection for international migrants. Oxford Development Studies, 1-14. 

Nobe-Ghelani, C. (2017). Border narratives in Canadian social work: Neoliberal nationalism in the discursive construction of “citizen/Self” and “noncitizen/Other”. Transnational Social Review, 1-14.

Williams, C., & Graham, M. (2014). “A world on the move”: Migration, mobilities and social work. British Journal of Social Work, 44 (Suppl. 1), i1–i17. 

Boccagni, P., Righard, E., & Bolzman, C. (2015). Mapping transnationalism: Transnational social work with migrants: Introduction. Transnational Social Review, 5(3), 312-319.

Week 4 - Sept 26

Topic: Re-imagining Otherness: Difference and elsewhere through a global/ transnational lens
Sevier, H. (2015). Fencing the other: Symbolic constructions of the “immigrant” 
within. Transnational Social Review, 5(1), 7-23. 

Eliassi, B. (2015). Constructing cultural Otherness within the Swedish welfare state: The 
cases of social workers in Sweden. Qualitative Social Work, 14(4), 554-571.

Welply, O. (2015). Re-imagining Otherness: An exploration of the global imaginaries of 
children from immigrant backgrounds in primary schools in France and 
England. European Educational Research Journal, 14(5), 430-453.

*Recommended reading (optional): Halperin, M. (2016, October 21). Playwright Tarell Alvin McCraney discusses the piece that inspired “ Moonlight”.  Retrieved from http://flavorwire.com/592191/playwright-tarell-alvin-mccraney-discusses-the-piece-that-inspired-moonlight
Oct 3-Nov 14       Selected topics: Policies, experiences, and implications for social work 

Week 5 - Oct 3 


Topic: Understanding the institutional context: Policy, services, and advocacy

Ferrer, A. M., Picot, G., & Riddell, W. C. (2014). New directions in immigration policy: Canada's 
evolving approach to the selection of economic immigrants. International Migration 
Review, 48(3), 846-867.

Bragg, B., & Wong, L. L. (2016). “Cancelled dreams”: Family reunification and shifting Canadian 
immigration policy. Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies, 14(1), 46-65.

Zhu, Y. (2016). Immigration policy, settlement service, and immigrant mothers in neoliberal 
Canada: A feminist analysis. Canadian Ethnic Studies, 48(2), 143-156.

De Shalit, A., Edmonds, S., & Sidhu, N. (2015). Towards public access and inclusion for non-
status migrant residents: Research from Social Planning Toronto. Transnational Social 
Review, 5(1), 69-72.
*Recommended readings (optional):
The Canadian Magazine of Immigration. (2016, April 6).  Immigrants by Class and Province 
(2015). Retrieved from 
http://canadaimmigrants.com/immigrants-by-class-and-
province-2015/
Goldring, L., Berinstein, C., & Bernhard, J. K. (2009). Institutionalizing precarious migratory 
status in Canada. Citizenship Studies, 13(3), 239-265.

Root, J., Gates-Gasse, E., Shields, J., & Bauder, H. (2014). Discounting immigrant families: 
Neoliberalism and the framing of Canadian immigration policy change. Ryerson Centre 
for Immigration & Settlement (RCIS) Working Paper No, 7. 

Oct 10  - Mid-term recess (no class)

Week 6 - Oct 17


Topic: “Refugees crisis”: Toward a transnational perspective 

Satzewich, V. (2017, August 8). Canada welcomes refugees, but shuts the door on asylum 
seekers. The Globe and Mail, retrieved from 
https://beta.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/canada-welcomes-refugees-but-shuts-the-
door-on-asylum-seekers/article35905842/?ref=http://www.theglobeandmail.com&
Esses, V. M., Hamilton, L. K., & Gaucher, D. (2017). The global refugee crisis: Empirical evidence 
and policy implications for improving public attitudes and facilitating refugee 
resettlement. Social Issues and Policy Review, 11(1), 78-123.

Kronick, R., Rousseau, C., & Cleveland, J. (2017). Refugee children’s sandplay narratives in 
immigration detention in Canada. European Child & Adolescent Psychiatry, 1-15.

Lacroix, M., Baffoe, M., & Liguori, M. (2015). Refugee community organizations in Canada: From 
the margins to the mainstream? A challenge and opportunity for social 
workers. International Journal of Social Welfare, 24(1), 62-72.

*Recommended readings (optional):  Canadian Council for Refugees. (2009, April). Brief history of Canada’s responses to refugees. Retrieved from http://ccrweb.ca/en/brief-history-canadas-responses-refugees
Edmond, C.  (2017, June 20). The number of displaced people in the world just hit a record high. The World Economic Forum, Retrieved from https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/06/there-are-now-more-refugees-than-the-entire-population-of-the-uk
Hadfield, K., Ostrowski, A., & Ungar, M. (2017). What can we expect of the mental health and well-being of Syrian refugee children and adolescents in Canada?. Canadian Psychology/psychologie canadienne, 58(2), 194 -201.

Riaño-Alcalá, P., & Goldring, L. (2014). Unpacking refugee community transnational organizing: The challenges and diverse experiences of Colombians in Canada. Refugee Survey Quarterly, 33(2), 84-111.

Kahn, S. (2017). Coming Out Under the Gun: Exploring the Psychological Dimensions of Seeking Refugee Status for LGBT Claimants in Canada. Journal of Refugee Studies. Advance online publication. Doi: 10.1093/jrs/fex019
Week 7 - Oct 24


Topic: Social integration: Identity and belonging in a transnational context 

Scherer, L. (2015). British ethnic minority children’s meaning-making of transnational belonging/s in the primary school. Transnational Social Review, 5(2), 131-144.
Gudrun Jensen, T., Weibel, K., & Vitus, K. (2017). “There is no racism here”: Public discourses on racism, immigrants and integration in Denmark. Patterns of Prejudice, 51(1), 51-68.

McCoy, J., Kirova, A., & Knight, W. A. (2016). Gauging social integration among Canadian Muslims: A sense of belonging in an age of anxiety. Canadian Ethnic Studies, 48(2), 21-52.

Ashutosh, I. (2013). Immigrant protests in Toronto: Diaspora and Sri Lanka's civil war. Citizenship Studies, 17(2), 197-210.
Recommended reading (optional):  Nicoll, D. (2017, July 28). “We are not the Others” is a powerful portrayal of immigrant women's experiences. Retrieved from http://www.rabble.ca/blogs/bloggers/change-gonna-come/2017/07/we-are-not-others-powerful-portrayal-immigrant-womens
Week 8 - Oct 31


Topic: Transnationalization of families: Love across borders and ruptures
Marchetti-Mercer, M. C. (2017). “The screen has such sharp edges to hug”: The relational consequences of emigration in transnational South African emigrant families. Transnational Social Review, 7(1), 73-89. 
Zhou, Y. R. (2013). Toward transnational care interdependence: Rethinking the relationships between care, immigration and social policy. Global Social Policy, 13(3), 280-298.

Artner, L., & Schröer, W. (2013). Care, commons, citizenship: How social work is affected. Transnational Social Review, 3(2), 141-154.

*Recommended readings (optional):  Plaza, D., & Below, A. (2014). Social media as a tool for transnational caregiving within the Caribbean diaspora. Social and Economic Studies, 63(1), 25-56.

Zhou, Y. R. (2013). Transnational aging: The impacts of adult Children's immigration on their Parents' later lives. Transnational Social Review, 3(1), 49-64. 
Ives, N., Hanley, J., Walsh, C. A., & Este, D. (2014). Transnational elements of newcomer women’s housing insecurity: Remittances and social networks. Transnational Social Review, 4(2-3), 152-167.

Week 9 - Nov 7


Topic: Child and youth welfare: Transnational journeys and mobility

White, A., Ní Laoire, C., Tyrrell, N., & Carpena-Mendez, F. (2011). Children's roles in transnational migration. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 37(8), 1159-1170.

Kelly, P. F. (2015). Transnationalism, emotion and second‐generation social mobility in the Filipino‐Canadian diaspora. Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography, 36(3), 280-299.

Schmittgen, J., Köngeter, S., & Zeller, M. (2017). Transnational networks and border-crossing activities of young refugees. Transnational Social Review, 7(2), 219-225.

Chen, X. (2016). Nation, culture, and identity in transnational child welfare practices: Reflection on history to understand the present. Transnational Social Review, 6(3), 280-296. 

*Recommended readings (optional): The U.S. Customs and Border Protection. (2017, January 20). Southwest Border Unaccompanied Alien Children Statistics FY 2016. Retrieved from https://www.cbp.gov/site-page/southwest-border-unaccompanied-alien-children-statistics-fy-2016
Köngeter, S., Altissimo, A., Jakoby-Herz, A., & Schröer, W. (2015). Child and youth welfare in globalized societies: Migration in child and youth care–a transnational curriculum for social work courses. Transnational Social Review, 5(1), 73-78.

Moskal, M. (2015). ‘When I think home I think family here and there’: Translocal and social ideas of home in narratives of migrant children and young people. Geoforum, 58, 143-152.
Week 10 - Nov 14


Topic: “Low-skilled” migrant workers:  “Temporality”, precarity, and “invisibility” 

Marchitelli, R. (2016, May 16). Migrant worker program called “worse than slavery” after injured participants sent home without treatment. CBC News, retrieved from http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/jamaican-farm-worker-sent-home-in-a-casket-1.3577643
Paciulan, M., & Preibisch, K. (2013). Navigating the productive/reproductive split: Latin American transnational mothers and fathers in Canada's Temporary Migration Programs. Transnational Social Review, 3(2), 173-192.

Polanco, G. (2014). Social citizenship in an age of temporary flows: Migrant workers in British Columbia’s immigrant settlement sector. Transnational Social Review, 4(2-3), 193-206.

Gabriel, C., & Macdonald, L.  (2014). “Domestic transnationalism”: Legal advocacy for Mexican migrant workers’ rights in Canada. Citizenship Studies, 18(3-4), 243-258.
*Recommended readings (optional): Cheng, S. J. A. (2014). State and immigration regulations: Shared experiences of foreign domestics in Singapore, Saudi Arabia, and Canada. Transnational Social Review, 4(2-3), 259-268.

Wells, D., McLaughlin, J., Lyn, A., & Mendiburo, A. D. (2014). Sustaining precarious transnational families: The significance of remittances from Canada's Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program. Just Labour. Available at http://www.justlabour.yorku.ca/volume22/pdfs/09_wells_et_al_press.pdf
Leach, B. (2013). Canada's migrants without history: Neoliberal immigration regimes and Trinidadian transnationalism. International Migration, 51(2), 32–45.
Nov 21-28
Wrap-up: Reflections and concluding remarks

Week 11 - Nov 21 

Topic: Reflections: Social work and social justice in a globally connected world

Boccagni, P. (2015). (Super) diversity and the migration–social work nexus: a new lens on the field of access and inclusion?. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 38(4), 608-620.

Lutz, R., Sachau, I. K., & Stauß, A. (2017). Border thinking in social work: The role of indigenous knowledge in the development of relations between the Global North and the Global South. Transnational Social Review, 7(2), 188-205.

Jeyapal, D. (2017). The evolving politics of race and social work activism: A call across borders. Social Work, 62(1), 45-52.

Nickel, C. (2015). Saving Africa versus understanding globalization: Global citizenship in transnational volunteerism and social work education. Transnational Social Review, 5(2), 189-192.
 *Recommended reading (optional): Claeys, P., & Delgado Pugley, D. (2017). Peasant and indigenous transnational social movements engaging with climate justice. Canadian Journal of Development Studies/Revue canadienne d'études du développement, 38(3), 325-340.
Week 12 - Nov 28 

Topic: Group project presentations 

*Further details will be provided in advance.
Week 13 – December 5 TBA

Appendix A: Instructions for In-class Presentation (20%)

The formation of presentation groups will be determined by both students’ interests and a relatively even distribution of presenters across sessions.  The main objective of this presentation is to share your own understanding of the readings (excluding the recommended/optional readings) of a particular week.  The assignment will be co-evaluated by the instructor and the rest of the class.  Detailed guidelines are as follows: 
Pre-circulated discussion question: The questions that will be circulated in advance are expected to lead to a discussion that can enrich students’ understanding of individual articles, as well as the week’s topic. For example, students may develop 3-4 questions, including one question for every major article, plus an overarching question that helps link all the articles with the seminar topic. The questions should be sent to the instructor at least two days before the class for feedback (or suggestions for revisions) before posting them on Avenue to Learn before the class. (The instructor will make hard-copies of the finalized questions.) 

PowerPoint presentation (25 minutes): a) Provide an outline of your presentation and indicate the objective(s) you intend to achieve through this presentation; b) Identify and elaborate on the key points of the required readings in order to provide a foundation to understand the seminar topic; c) Offer your own thoughts (e.g., interpretations, critiques, and/or reflections) on the readings. These may include, for instance, what are the common themes of the week’s readings; what are the relationships (e.g., similarity, difference, connection, and conflict) between the readings; what are the gaps between the knowledge presented in the readings and your own knowledge/experiences in that regard; and how have these readings collectively contributed to your (re)thinking of social work or social justice in a changing context?; d) Quickly explain the pre-circulated questions that will be used for later group discussions; and e) Provide conclusive remarks for this presentation. 

*Notes: This presentation should NOT exceed 20 slides and be easy to read at a distance.  Relevant images and/or a short video clip can be used for the presentation.)

Q & A (5 minutes): Presenters should be committed to engaging and stimulating the audience to ask questions (not only for clarification but also for brain-storming or further inquiries), and are expected to respond to inquiries in a constructive way.  All students are expected to actively contribute to the dialogue, which is part of your “class participation”.  

Group members are also responsible for facilitating group discussions in the class.  

Evaluation criteria:

1. The presentation is well-organized, clear, interesting and stimulating, and well reflects students’ critical and in-depth understanding of the required readings;

2. The presenters are sensitive and responsive to various contextual dimensions (e.g., culture, place, social locations, perspectives, and/or inequalities) that are relevant to the seminar topic; 

3. The process of Q & A is interactive, constructive, and inclusive; 

4. The relationship between presenters is collaborative and supportive;

5. The presenters well respect the time limit;

6. Effective facilitation.  
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