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SW 4R03: Feminist Approaches to Social Work and Social Justice
January 7 to April 9, 2019, Tuesdays 11:30 a.m. – 2:20 p.m.
Instructor: Dr. Saara Greene




   Office: KTH 327
   Office hours:  by appointment
   Email: greenes@mcmaster.ca
   Phone: 905-525-9140 ext. #23782
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Course Overview

Course Description:
This course explores feminist frameworks and applies them to social work and social justice practices. Students will consider historical and present-day feminist social work practice discourses, feminist critiques of social work practice, and critiques of feminist social work practice. This course will also explore themes of intersectionality, oppression, power, resistance, and activism. 
Course Objectives:  
At the end of the term, students are expected to be able to:

1. Critically assess the concept of feminism as it relates to social work practices

2. Consider how a feminist analysis of social justice can be applied within a broad range of social work practices
3. Apply feminist theories to social work practices
4. challenge one-dimensional representations of women 

5. Conceptualize and integrate an intersectional approach to feminist social work practices

6. Analyze the effects of sexism as it intersects with gender, race/ethnicity, sexuality, ability and other identities in the lives of women
7. Engage in social work and social justice activities that are aimed at advocating for change at the micro, mezzo and macro level of feminist social work practice.

The basic assumptions of this course concur with the broader curriculum context set by the School of Social Work's Statement of Philosophy:

As social workers, we operate in a society characterized by power imbalances that affect us all. These power imbalances are based on age, class, ethnicity, gender identity, geographic location, health, ability, race, sexual identity and income. We see personal troubles as inextricably linked to oppressive structures. We believe that social workers must be actively involved in the understanding and transformation of injustices in social institutions and in the struggles of people to maximize control over their own lives.
Course Format

Information will be presented through lectures, guest presenters, films, and readings as well as large and small group discussions and activities during class time. 
Required Texts:  No Text Required
Additional Suggested Readings

1. Wendt, S. & Moulding, N. (2016). Contemporary Feminisms in Social Work Practice. Routledge.

2. Hooks, b. (2015). Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center. Routledge.
Course Requirements/Assignments
Requirements Overview and Deadlines

1. Situating Feminist Approaches to Social Work:   Due January 29th     15%
2. Critical Reflection Journal:                                       Due March 12          30%

3. Feminist Pop Up Gallery:                                          Due April 2nd          10%
4. Feminist Critical Analysis Project:                           Due April 9th            45%
Requirement/Assignment Details
1. Situating Feminism Approaches to Social Work
 Purpose:

· To encourage students to start identifying what feminism means to them and why.  

· Students will be required to bring in a poem, song, photograph, article etc. that connects to their thoughts about feminism, social work and social justice.  Students will bring in a copy or photograph (or link to website) with a short description of how they are connecting the source to their thoughts and/or experiences to be submitted to the instructor. 

2. Critical Reflection Journal

Purpose:

· To encourage participants to reflect critically on class lectures, course readings, films, guest lecturers, class discussion
· To consider your own personal and professional responses to the above
· To consider implications of the course content on feminist social work at either the micro, mezzo, or macro level of practice
· Students will be given 5 minutes at the end every class to write a short reflection that can be included in the journal
· This is your journal – it can look any way you want it to.  You can use photos, newspaper clippings, art work, song lyrics, poetry, or spoken word.  You can submit this assignment in essay format, in a journal, scrap book, video etc.  HOWEVER, for assessment purposes, your work must demonstrate and reference your critical and personal reflections and knowledge of the course content and must include a bibliography.
3. Feminist Pop Up Gallery 

Purpose:
· To encourage participants to have fun with feminism
· Working individually, in pairs or small groups, students will contribute to the classroom ‘Pop Up’ Feminist Gallery.  This will be a join effort that we collectively contribute to throughout the course that is aimed at exploring innovative approaches to feminist collective action.
4. Feminist Critical Analysis Project

· Purpose: Throughout the course you will be responsible for reading a choice of novel (list to be distributed week 1).  Drawing on course readings, guest lectures, films, online materials and class discussion, you will develop and produce a critical feminist analysis of the book. This assignment includes three sections:
A) A consideration the historical, social, political and economic context in which the story is being told and how the social positioning of the characters have shaped their experiences.  
B) Your thoughts on how the book is relevant to feminist perspectives on social work and social justice and how the book could be used as a teaching tool for social work students. 

C) Emerging questions and reflections on the areas where the novel falls short and why. 

· DUE DATE: Tuesday April 9th
· Length will be discussed in class and will vary depending on the mode of presentation

Assignment Submission and Grading

Form and Style 

· Written assignments must be typed and double-spaced and submitted with a front page containing the title, student’s name, student number, and the date. Number all pages (except title page). 

· Assignments should be stapled together. Please do NOT use plastic report covers or binders. 

· Paper format must be in accordance with the current edition of American Psychological Association (APA) publication manual with particular attention paid to font size (Times-Roman 12), spacing (double spaced) and margins (minimum of 1 inch at the top, bottom, left and right of each page) as papers not meeting these requirements will not be accepted for grading. 

· Students are expected to make use of relevant professional and social science literature and other bodies of knowledge in their term assignments. When submitting, please keep a spare copy of your assignments. 

Avenue to Learn 
In this course we will be using Avenue to Learn. Students should be aware that, when they access the electronic components of this course, private information such as first and last names, user names for the McMaster e-mail accounts, and program affiliation may become apparent to all other students in the same course. The available information is dependent on the technology used. Continuation in this course will be deemed consent to this disclosure. If you have any questions or concerns about such disclosure, please discuss with the course instructor. 
Submitting Assignments & Grading
The final paper will be submitted on Avenue to Learn. All other assignments will be submitted in class.

Privacy Protection 

In accordance with regulations set out by the Freedom of Information and Privacy Protection Act, the University will not allow return of graded materials by placing them in boxes in departmental offices or classrooms so that students may retrieve their papers themselves; tests and assignments must be returned directly to the student. Similarly, grades for assignments for courses may only be posted using the last 5 digits of the student number as the identifying data. The following possibilities exist for return of graded materials: 

1. Direct return of materials to students in class; 

2. Return of materials to students during office hours; 

3. Students attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope with assignments for return by mail; 

4. Submit/grade/return papers electronically. 

Arrangements for the return of assignments from the options above will be finalized during the first class. 

Extreme Circumstances
The University reserves the right to change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in extreme circumstances (e.g., severe weather, labour disruptions, etc.).  Changes will be communicated through regular McMaster communication channels, such as McMaster Daily News, A2L and/or McMaster email.

Student Responsibilities 

· Students are expected to contribute to the creation of a respectful and constructive learning environment. Students should read material in preparation for class, attend class on time and remain for the full duration of the class. A formal break will be provided in the middle of each class, students are to return from the break on time. 

· In the past, student and faculty have found that non-course related use of laptop computers and hand-held electronic devices during class to be distracting and at times disruptive. Consequently, during class students are expected to only use such devices for taking notes and other activities directly related to the lecture or class activity taking place. 

· Please check with the instructor before using any audio or video recording devices in the classroom. 

Attendance

Students are expected to attend all classes.  If you anticipate difficulty with this, please speak with the instructor.  Missing a substantial number of classes often results in essential course requirements not being met (these must be met to pass the course).  Students who are close to missing 20% of classes must contact the instructor to discuss.
Academic Integrity 

You are expected to exhibit honesty and use ethical behaviour in all aspects of the learning process. Academic credentials you earn are rooted in principles of honesty and academic integrity. Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that results or could result in unearned academic credit or advantage. This behaviour can result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation reads: “Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion from the university.  It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. For information on the various types of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy, located at www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity 

. 

The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty:

· Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which other credit has been obtained.

· Improper collaboration in group work.

· Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations
Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities who require academic accommodation must contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS) to make arrangements with a Program Coordinator. Student Accessibility Services can be contacted by phone 905-525-9140 ext. 28652 or e-mail 

sas@mcmaster.ca. For further information, consult McMaster University’s Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities policy.

Accessibility Statement

The School of Social Work recognizes that people learn and express their knowledge in different ways. We are committed to reducing barriers to accessibility in the classroom, and working towards classrooms that welcome diverse learners. If you have accessibility concerns or want to talk about your learning needs, please be in touch with the course instructor.

Religious, Indigenous and Spiritual Observances (RISO)
Students requiring academic accommodation based on religious, indigenous or spiritual observances should follow the procedures set out in the RISO policy.  Students requiring a RISO accommodation should submit their request to their Faculty Office normally within 10 working days of the beginning of term in which they anticipate a need for accommodation or to the Registrar’s Office prior to their examinations.  Students should also contact their instructors as soon as possible to make alternative arrangements for classes, assignments, and tests.

Please review the RISO information for students in the Faculty of Social Sciences about how to request accommodation.
E-mail Communication Policy 

Effective September 1, 2010, it is the policy of the Faculty of Social Sciences that all e-mail communication sent from students to instructors (including TAs), and from students to staff, must originate from the student’s own McMaster University e-mail account.  This policy protects confidentiality and confirms the identity of the student.  It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that communication is sent to the university from a McMaster account.  If an instructor becomes aware that a communication has come from an alternate address, they may not reply.

Requests For Relief For Missed Academic Term Work

McMaster Student Absence Form (MSAF)

In the event of an absence for medical or other reasons, students should review and follow the Academic Regulation in the Undergraduate Calendar “Requests for Relief for Missed Academic Term Work”.

Extensions and Incomplete Courses

Extensions 

All instructors understand that life situations sometimes make it very difficult to hand in an assignment on the date it is due. If you need more time to complete an assignment, talk with your instructor – in advance of the assignment deadline!  Once you and your instructor have agreed on a new due date, it is your responsibility to submit your assignment on time.  If you find yourself unable to meet deadlines in more than one course, please reach out to Tammy Maikawa, Administrator (millet@mcmaster.ca ) or Sandra Preston, Undergraduate Chair (prestosl@mcmaster.ca ). We are here to support you to think about options (such as reducing your course load) that can take the stress off and contribute to your success in the program overall. 

Incomplete courses 
If you are not able to complete all of your assignments by the end of term, you have the option of contacting the instructor to request an Incomplete (INC) on the course. If the instructor agrees (taking into account the amount of outstanding coursework and the time it will likely take to complete), the instructor will enter the grade you have so far in the course (the default grade) and the course will appear in Mosaic as INC (incomplete). 

The School’s requirements for completing courses depend on a) the nature of the course (whether it is a foundation course*, or a social and political context course) and b) when you are hoping to start placement. For example, a student who has an incomplete in a foundation course cannot start placement. Please see the Policy on Extensions and Incompletes in the BSW Program for more details. 

At approximately 52-60 days after the end of term, the Mosaic system will automatically change an INC to the default grade. Depending on the default grade, this might affect your standing or progress in the program. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about your progress in the program, please connect with Tammy Maikawa, Administrator (millet@mcmaster.ca ) or Sandra Preston, Undergraduate Chair (prestosl@mcmaster.ca).
Course Weekly Topics and Readings

Week 1: January 8
Topics:

· Introduction to course themes, activities and assignments

Readings

· https://projectmyopia.com/the-danger-of-a-single-story-a-speech-by-chimamanda-ngozi-adichie-for-ted-talks/
            Activity: 

· Watch: The Danger of Single Story (https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story/transcript?language=en)
· Beyond the Single Story of Feminism, Gender and Social Work Practices
Week 2: January 15

Topics:

· Theorizing Feminism for Social Work Practice

Readings:

· Hicks, S. (2015). Social Work and Gender: An argument for practical accounts in Qualitative Social Work, 14 (4): 471-487. 

· Mehrotra, G. (2010). Toward a Continuum of Intersectionality Theorizing for Feminist Social Work Scholarship, Afillia, 25(4), 417- 430.
· Hooks, b. (2000). Feminism in for Everybody: Passionate Politics. Southend Press.
· https://excoradfeminisms.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/bell_hooks-feminism_is_for_everybody.pdf  pages: 13-18; 55-60
Activity

· https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/in-theory/wp/2015/09/24/why-intersectionality-cant-wait/?utm_term=.2697636f93a0
Week 3: January 22

Topics:

· Transformative and Transforming Feminism for Social Work Practices
Readings:
· Grey, Sam (2003/4). Decolonising Feminism: Aboriginal Women and ‘Global’ Sisterhood. Enweyin, 3, 9-22.
· Garland-Thomson, R. (2002). Integrating Disability, Transforming Feminist Theory   in Feminist Disability Studies, NWSA Journal, Vol. 14, No. 3: 1-32
· Barb Burdge. (2007). Bending gender, ending gender: Theoretical foundations for social work practice with the transgender community. Social Work, 52(3), 243-250.
      Activity: 
· Documentary:   Hannah Gadsby: Nanette 

Week 4: January 29

Topics: 
· Situating Ourselves 
Readings/Activity  

· Preparing for Situating Ourselves Week (see assignments)
Week 5: February 5

Topics:

· Violence against Women 

· Guest Speaker: Erin Crickett (SACHA) & Madison Brockbam

Readings:

· Sokoloff, N.J. and Dupont, I. (2005). Domestic Violence at the Intersections of Race, Class, and Gender in Violence against Women, 11(1): 38-64.
· Crenshaw, K. (1991). Mapping the margins: Intersectionality, identity politics, and violence against women of color. Stanford Law Review, 43(6), 1241-1299. 
· http://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/features/missingandmurdered
· http://www.nwac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/2010-What-Their-Stories-Tell-Us-Research-Findings-SIS-Initiative.pdf 

Week 6: February 12

Topics:  Feminist Approaches to Understanding and Supporting Mothers

Readings:

· Greene, S., O’Brien-Teengs, D., Whitebird, W. and Ion, A. (2014). How HIV Positive Aboriginal Women (PAW) talk about their mothering experiences with Child and Family Services in Ontario. Journal of Public Child Welfare, 8, (5), 467-490

· Elliot, S. and Reid M. (2016). The Superstrong Black Mother. Concepts, 15(1):  48-53 https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1536504216628840
· https://www.todaysparent.com/family/when-mom-becomes-dad-life-as-a-transgender-parent/

· https://www.them.us/story/im-a-trans-woman-who-detransitioned-to-become-a-mom

       Activity:    Panelists: 
       Holly Stoodley and Kayla Jenkins Hamilton Regional Indian Centre
       Melanie Styles

       Jennifer Crowson
READING WEEK – February 19 - No Class
Week 7: February 26

              Topics:

· Criminalized/Criminalizing Women: interface between social work and the law

Readings:

· Chakraborti, N. and Zempi, I. (2015) ‘‘They Make Us Feel Like We’re a Virus’: The Impact of Islamophobic Victimization on Veiled Muslim Women’, Current Issues in Criminal Justice.
· http://www.humandignitytrust.org/uploaded/Library/Other_Material/Breaking_the_Silence-Criminalisation_of_LB_Women_and_its_Impacts-FINAL.pdf
· Sloan, L., and Wahab, S. (2000). Feminist Voices on Sex Work: Implications for Social Work. Afillia, 15: 457-479.
Activity: Guest Speakers: Alison Symington and Elene Lam
Week 8: March 5

Topics:

· Women Living with HIV

Readings:

· Khosla, P., Ion, A., & Greene, S. (2016). Supporting Mothers in Ways that Work:
A Resource Toolkit for Service Providers Working with Mothers Living with HIV. Hamilton, ON: The HIV Mothering Study Team and the Ontario Women’s HIV/AIDS Initiative.  http://www.sexualhealthandrights.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/SMWTW_FINAL_Jan2016.pdf
· Tharao, E., Massaquoi, N., & Teclom, S. (2006). Silent voices of the HIV/AIDS epidemic: African and Caribbean women in Toronto, 2002-2004   Retrieved from http://www.whiwh.com/backend/fck_uploads/file/Silent%20Voices%20of%20the%20HIV%20and%20AIDS%20Epidemic.pdf 

           Activity:

· Guest Speakers: Jasmine Cotnam, Shazia Islam and Marvelous Muchenje

Week 9: March 12

Topics:

· Mad (Wo)men

Readings:

· Daley, A., Costa, L. & Ross, L. (2012). (W)righting Women: constructions of gender, sexuality and race in the psychiatric chart. Culture, Health and Sexuality, 14(8):955-969.
· Jones, L.V. and Guy-Sheftall, B. (2015). Conquering the Black Girl Blues, Social Work, 60 (4):343-350.
· Wilson, J. (2004). Beyond psychiatry: How social workers conceptualize women and self-starvation. Australian Social Work, 57 (2), 150-160.
Reflection Journal Due

Week 10: March 19
Topics:  

· Women, Art and Activism

Readings:

· Greene, S., Muchenje, M., Cotnam, J., Dunn, K., Frank, P., Nicholson, V., Odhiambo, A., Shore, K., Kaida, A. (Forthcoming). Learning, Doing and Teaching Together: Reflecting on our arts-based approach to research, education and activism with and for women living with HIV. Engaged Scholar Journal. 
· https://www.cbc.ca/arts/exhibitionists/international-women-s-day-9-artists-who-are-making-a-difference-1.3481136
Week 11: March 26

Topic: 

· Fat is a Feminist Issue

Reading:

· Friedman, M. (2015). Mother blame, fat shame and moral panic: Obesity and child welfare. Fat Studies: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Body Weight and Society, 4(1), 14-27. 
· Friedman, M. (2012). Fat is a social work issue:  Fat bodies, moral regulation and the history of social work. Intersectionalities: A Global Journal of Social Work Analysis, Research, Polity and Practice, 1(1), 53-69.
Activity:
· Guest Lecturer: Katie McCrindle
Week 12: April 2

Topic:  
Feminism, Social Work and Social Justice Is…
Reading: 
Novel
Activity:  
Feminist Pop Up Gallery (In Class assignment)
Week 13: April 9
Topic:  

· Reflecting on Feminist Approaches to Social Work and Social Justice
Reading:
· Park, Y., Wahab, S, and Bhuyan, R. (2017). Feminism in these Dangerous Times, Affilia, 32(1):5-9.
Activity:
· Feminist Heroes
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